Testimonials for Alicia Klepeis
Thank you to the students, librarians, teachers, and administrators who kindly
shared their thoughts and opinions. I appreciate your feedback so much.

Teacher/Librarian Testimonials:

November 2020
“We have had the pleasure of working with Alicia twice at my school ~ once live (prepandemic!), and once virtual - and both times the students and staff LOVED her
programs! Alicia has done an amazing job meeting the challenges of virtual
presentations. We worked with her to custom design 3 virtual programs at my school, one for
K-1, one for grades 2-3, and one for grades 4-5. She was incredibly interactive, and had the
kids stop to do movement breaks and writing activities. Teachers showed the presentation on
their digital displays (SmartBoards & Promethean Boards) to in-person students, while remote
learners logged in individually. She is so professional and so fun - I highly recommend her!”
Linda Fecura
Librarian
Gardner Dickinson Elementary School
Wynantskill, NY

MAY 2019
“Alicia’s presentations were wonderful and engaging for our 3-5 students. She drew upon
state standards and effectively incorporated them within her nonfiction presentations that
represented each grade uniquely. Her books and presentations were lively, colorful, funny,
and informative. Alicia’s energy was contagious and kept all students engaged in
discussions. Her approach to writing was appealing to all students which made the writing
process less daunting. So many students participated and shared. I only wish we had more
time to listen to everybody. In addition, Alicia was affable to both students and adults. She is
a pleasure to work with and easy going. We look forward to having her back soon. Thank
you Alicia!”
Joe Benedetto
Teacher-Library Media Specialist
Somers Intermediate School
Somers, NY

March 2018
“The whole school loved our week with Alicia Klepeis. She was warm, engaging and funny!
Our teachers were really impressed with her ability to connect with every grade level in our
building K-5 and how easily she moved from working with small groups to giving whole grade
level (100+ students) presentations. She also did a great job of talking about the process of
writing non-fiction and the research that goes into it. We’d invite her back for sure!”
Brendan Fallon
School Librarian
Ellicott Road Elementary School
Orchard Park, NY

May 2018
“We loved our visit with Alicia Klepeis. She was a very dynamic presenter, using unique
factual information, artifacts, and interesting stories from her own life to draw the students
into the world of nonfiction writing. She gave wonderful tips to our students about how they
could do research and improve their own nonfiction writing. Our students loved reading her
wide array of nonfiction books and though them and her presentation, they became
interested in topics from bugs to foods to other cultures. She presented to each grade level,
as well as came back and gave more specific writing advice to each individual fourth
grade class. Any school would love to have her visit for one day or more!”
Stephanie Pritchard
Librarian
William Kaegebein Elementary School
Grand Island, NY
June 2016
“Alicia’s presentation to 5th grade students at HCS provided a creative look into living a
writerly life! It gave students a unique perspective of the process of publishing a writing
piece. She demonstrated to students that the research process can and should be an
enjoyable experience. Alicia gave real life examples from the perspective of a writer and
spoke in a way that left our students feeling inspired!”
Fifth-Grade Teachers
Hamilton Central School
Hamilton, NY

June 2016
“Alicia's visit to Virgil Elementary School was a pleasantly unexpected blend of nonfiction
writing and an exploration into how research can truly shape the creation of a text. Alicia’s
dynamic presence draws students in and keeps them engaged in her experiences. Her titles
such as Assassin Bug Vs Ogre-Faced Spider were particularly popular with my students. She
shared her travels and creative writing process with the students which motivated them to
pursue more nonfiction in my collection. I know that each time I visit her website I will find
new titles to add to my collection. And you can always count on a friendly smile and
greeting if you happen to see her at a conference! I would highly recommend Alicia for any
grade level school visit.”
Katy Charles
School Librarian
Virgil Elementary School
Cortland, NY

Administrator Testimonials:

“Alicia visited our school and worked with our third, sixth, and seventh graders. Regardless of
the grade-level or topic, Alicia will not disappoint. Not only did she command student interest
through her introduction of food throughout the world, but her demeanor and energy were
contagious! Her flexibility was most evident in her ability to command student
attention/willingness to try diverse foods, following by switching gears and working with
seventh grade students in the art of biography. She is a ‘must have’ in your arts in education
program line-up!”
Dr. Thomas Reardon, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Wynantskill Union Free School District
Troy, NY

Student Comments:

“Thank you for taking time off to come and talk to us about your books. I can’t wait for all your
new books to come out. When I grow up I want to be a lot of things, but now I can add writer
to the top.” – Allie P.
“You taught me a truck load of stuff. You have a very cool career. You get to study different
cultures and get to go to awesome places. My favorite thing I learned was that in order to
succeed in the writing business, you need to revise and have patience.” – Dylan R.
“I liked when you said, ‘being an adult doesn’t have to be boring.’ Now I have a choice on
what my career could be.” – Ben S.
“I think it’s cool that we do similar things in our classroom that you do as a writer. I think your
career is awesome, because of all the opportunities you get.” -- Juliana

